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THE LIVESTOCK LANDSCAPE
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN?
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e
animals in winter. Hill sheep live out all year round as they are

Do you love getting out and walking in the countryside? Doyou i —
ever wonder about the farm animals and activity that you see o T used to the wide opens .
S : paces and hateb
along the way? This guide will give youan insight into some popular Here are just some of the activities youam:y :Iellgo:oo::: tup. Is:
breeds of sheep and cattle, farmland birds and wildlife and the y ravets:
farming calendar that delivers the landscapes we all enjoy. 2
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KNOW YOUR LIVESTOCK GREFOR, - = SPRING ] sreepegmtnerearr ——
‘ ! shearing to keep them cool Da]ly check|_ng/fee(_:\|ng
Our livestock landscapes vary from wild, ’ SR ] and discourage flies. A u TU M N is essential and is
AP ; Ll e done by farmers
calves appear Grass, grown as a crop, using quad bikes.
in the fields. is harvested to make Rams and bulls are

introduced to flocks
and herds to start the
new breeding year.

'mns & BEES

Just_some of the wild creatures you
might see on your walk include i
farmland birds such as lapwings ‘4}

curlews, yellow hammers and barn (;wls ‘4

Brown hares are a common sight, tr‘out.
can be found in clear chalk stre,ams
and the only poisonous snake

in the UK, the adder, s

can be spotted by

the eagle-eyed.

winter fodder of hay and

of lowland Britain. The UK is home to more
silage (big plastic bales).

than 60 breeds of sheep and 34 breeds of dairy
> and beef cattle - many adapted to grazing
specific landscapes. For example hill sheep,
like Swaledales or Herdwicks, are smaller and
lighter than lowland breeds - perfectly adapted
to the harsher climate, steeper terrain and
rougher grazing found in their natural habitat.

P remote uplands to the rolling green pastures

Livestock are moved
round between fields to
prevent overgrazing.

The grazing action of farm livestock effectively
manages the appearance of the countryside.
Sheep graze by nibbling the grass close to the
ground, giving fields a manicured look. Cattle,
on the other hand, tear the grass with their long
tongues to achieve a much ‘rougher’ appearance.

Hedges are important wildlife habitats |8 N&W HM
F_ar'rper_s actively manage their land with
wildlife in mind. More than 5m hectares of

— far'm.land in Britain are managed through
environmental schemes and as a result

° tf_le countryside is home to a wealth of
ﬁs animals, birds, insects and native plants.
, ] Jobs you may see farmers doing to provide

suitable habitat for wildlifi
> tabl : ife and encourage
your dog® biodiversity include repairing dry stong

walls, planting trees and digging ponds. - common (i
Adder

CATTLE BREEDS

WALLS K HEDGES

e farming infrastructure is easily

recognisable - featuring stone barns and walls in the hills with
barns, hedges and handling pens found in lowland areas. Vast
st moorland areas are largely unfenced and instead farmers have
+ ‘hefted’ flocks - meaning the animals learn where they allowed to
v goand pass that information on from mother (ewe) to lamb.
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" SHEEP BREEDS
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In traditional livestock areas, th

Do youwalk with

Please be responsible
o Keepdogsona short lead around livestock
dog. Bag it, bin it

. Clean up afteryour
wherever you are i S ]
s BIRD SPECIES

Never get between cO lc
- walk around the herd & re-join the 2

N
path when safe L " \
1f cattle follow you, stay calm - wa ' : PI-ANTS Wy
quickly & quietly around the herd S / i g Rk

| threatened, release your : '
I(ongoz:g Zet to safety separately & szlr‘e pla_nts e ablion iy
- . display in early summer as part
please follow the Countryside Code y of the patchwork of wildflower
Plasse o atos bow you find them. meadows that can be found in
key locations across the country.
These are the result of careful
management and produce wonderful
hay for winter feed. Other plants
like the fluffy ‘cotton grass’ are
J adapted to key habitats such
as moorland and wetlands.
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Swaledale Ram



